
Gifted Support Seminar (6th, 7th, 8th) 
Ms. Di Pietro Room 215 

Email: rdipietro@pdsd.org  
 

Course Description 
Seminar is an extension of regular education studies. This class provides extensions of content that students are learning in their core classes and 
provides the opportunity to explore topics and areas not covered in other courses. Students should be ready to pick topics, complete projects, and 
open their minds to new materials and concepts.  
 
The course includes: 

6th Grade Units of Study: 

 Problem-solving for real world problems through digital literacies through the Verizon App Challenge. 

 Fostering conventional literacies with audio and media literacy skills to create a podcast that makes connections between the art and 
humanities curriculum.  

 Considering how innovators and inventors continue to change and solve some of the world’s most pressing problems through 

technological innovations in architecture, safety, transportation, health and modern technology. (3M National Geographic Young 

Scientist Challenge) 

 Using poetry to write more concisely with economical diction. (NYTimes Poetry Challenge)  

 Working to create, plan, and build a simple machine, and a Rube Goldberg machine.  

7th Grade Units of Study: 

 Problem-solving for real world problems through digital literacies through the Verizon App Challenge. 

 Analyzing the political process; working in a group to run a political campaign focused on today’s needs; addressing themes of freedom 

and responsibility. 

 Analyzing nuclear fallout effects on humanity, society, evolution, and environmental science. 

 Using poetry to write more concisely with economical diction. (NYT Poetry Challenge) 

 Comparing the physiology and psychology of extreme risk takers to non-risk takers.  

8th Grade Units of Study:  

 Creating defining criteria for conspiracy theory projects; building skills in integration of knowledge and ideas, craft and structure, range 

of writing, and presentation of knowledge and ideas.  

 Researching and discussing the college experience, application process, and goals for college. 

 Researching and discussing the change in life expectancy of children vs. their parent’s health due to food and diet; reviewing and 

discuss food issues in the United States, addressing child obesity epidemic, and learning to cook a healthy meal. 

 Participating in the Touchstones Discussion Project, designed as Socratic circles, to achieve a genuine exploratory and creative 

discussion; the texts are strategically selected with participant experience and the reflection on process and discussion dynamics. 

ALL Units of Study Above Include:  

 Reading a variety of literary works with discussion-based thinking and collaboration at the highest levels for all students. 

 Integrating student GIEP goals. 

 Building cooperation and leadership; as well as advanced public speaking and facilitation skills through presentation practice. 

 Improving organization of ideas and teaching new concepts to their peers.  

 Becoming stronger leaders in areas of their interests and passions; improving methods of questioning in learning.  
 

Procedures for Evaluation:  
Grading will be: 10% homework, 40% formative, 50% summative assessments.  
 

General Course Guidelines 
1.) Organization:  Organization is vital. Students should use their assignment books and check HAC regularly.  
2.) Late Work and Absences:  Students are responsible for all missed work. Work will be accepted late for half credit for up to three days 

after the due date. 
3.) Keys to success: The primary goal of this course is to deepen students’ critical thinking, analytical thinking and writing skills.  

 Stay organized. Complete classroom. Keep track of materials and assignment due dates. Manage time well in and outside of class.  

 Communicate with me after school or via email about problems and concerns.   

 Actively participate in class each day. Consciously work on your academic skills by learning from your mistakes and successes.   

4.) In-class behavior expectations:  All members of the school community are expected to be respectful of each other.  Negative comments 
about anyone’s race, nationality, religion, physical appearance or ability, intellectual capacity, gender identity, sexual orientation, work 
ethic, or character are unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  Students are encouraged to discuss any concerns with me or a preferred 
school official. In short, follow the Golden Rule.   
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